Supa Team 4 Season 2 Spoiler-Filled Review 


Supa Team 4 is a computer-generated superhero action-comedy series. Malenga Mulendema is 
the series creator and co-executive producer. Trigger Fish Animation Studios, known for the recent 
animated series Kiya and the Kimoja Heroes, and Kizazi Moto: Generation Fire, and various television 
specials and films. The first season was released in July 2023. 

The second season picks up where the first one left off. The four protagonists (Temwe Chiti, 
Komana Mwinga, Zikomo “Zee” Phiri, and Monde Wamunyima) are trapped in an abandoned mine. 
They are confronted by Bad Magz (voiced by John McMillian) and fellow villain Prof. Greenthumbs 
(voiced by Abena Ayivor), with the former angry they keep ruining his plans. Mama K (voiced by 
Pamela Nomvete) can’t get in touch with Team 4 and thinks the Principal Nkwashi (voiced by voiced 
by Abubakar Salim) is up to something, until he admits he only wants to help Temwe (voiced by 
Kimani Arthur). The heroes use makeshift weapons and detain Prof. Greenthumbs. Mama K helps them 
escape, but not before Bad Magz photographs the van. Later, his assistant Ms. Prudent confirms that 
Zambinite was there. He is intrigued by the ring on Mama K’s hand. And that’s only the first episode! 

The kidnapping of the four protagonists impacts all of them. It may have heightened Temwe’s 
jealously toward Zee (voiced by Nancy Sekhokoane). The latter results in them “switching places,” so 
they can recognize each other’s struggles. There is no doubt that the kidnapping deeply impacted 
Komana (voiced by Zowa Ngwira). Later, she is comforted by Monde (voiced by Namisa Mdlalose). 


More directly, photographic analysis causes Bad Magz to track down Chi (voiced by Chi Mhende), a 
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blind man who is Mama K’s comrade, and snatch a computer, blueprints, and disc, even as he lets Chi 
flee. Also, this episode shows Temwe and Zee sympathizing with each other’s struggles. That’s 
something you don’t always see in TV series. 

Bad Magz is one of the most devious villains. His public form, Lee Magadzee, is outwardly an 
African nationalist who wants to return power to “the people.” Later, he flirts with Monde’s sister, 
Likando (voiced by Chipo Chung), who holds him to his promise to end load shedding. Putting aside 
his somewhat developed hacking skills, he can be harsh toward his subordinates. For instance, Alley 
Gator (voiced by Yinka Awoni), finds the Zambinite for him. However, Alley Gator wants to be with 
Prof. Greenthumbs instead. 

The actions of Team 4, in Supa Team 4, are reactive. They resembling the Pretty Cure in the 
franchise of the same name. Team 4 fight villains, save people from sinkholes (called by Ally Gator), 
and promise to support one another. They don’t face the one behind everything. Bad Magz is not a 
villain equivalent of Bell in Power of Hope: PreCure Full Bloom, a mysterious guardian angel who 
traveled back in time to prevent a town from being destroyed by humanity. The consequences of his 
actions matter little to him. He agrees to freeze Zambinite because it is combustible. This mineral gives 
off a bad smell before energy is extracted. He ignores Pro. Greenthumbs before she points out the 
hazardous and toxic waste byproduct. 

Bad Magz’s harsh managerial techniques bleed over into his feelings for others. In the fifth 
episode, he plans to go on a date with Komana’s sister, Likando, which the girls of Team 4 are happy 
for. But he stands her up! This makes her suspicious of him (she only knows him in his public persona 
of Lee), and his secrets, and mysteries. She even points out that secrets, like those of powerful people, 
always get out. This causes Komana to investigate and discover that Storm Drain (voiced by Ashley 
Zhangazha) is freezing the Zambinite. 

Komana is the first one, of Team 4, to be openly suspicious of Bad Magz’s public persona. 
Monde refuses to believe her. Likando’s love of Lee causes her to assist him, throwing her logic out the 
window. This directly parallels Click. He is unhealthily obsessed with Temwe after the third episode. 
Clearly, the lesson is that obsession with other people can cause you to lose sight of what is important. 
Later in Supa Team 4, this all comes to a head, for Bad Magz, Komana, and Team 4. 

Bad Magz sees everyone as toys to be manipulated. He says gaining control of the Mayor will 
be “automatic” with Likando’s trust. In his public persona of Lee, he promotes “Magz Power” as the 


“solution” to the power cuts in Lusaka. He claims it will end load shedding and blackouts. He 
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challenges his scholarship recipients to sign up, as many people as possible, for his Magz Power 
system, saying those who bring back the most signatures get an internship at his corporation. This too- 
good-to-be-true presentation makes Komana a willing pawn in his scheme. She is unaware that this 
power source has toxic waste as a byproduct (conveniently not mentioned by Lee). She sees the 
internship as a way to advance her own career. 

The sixth episode is one of the best in Supa Team 4. There’s a parallel between Komana’s dad 
suffering from asthma and Lee turning on his “alternate energy source” which fills Lusaka with light. 
In one case, he is suffering from a chronic health condition. In the latter, Lee is hiding the truth behind 
an action which casts him as a “savior.” Whether he is directly aware of it or not, he is responsible for 
Alley Gator dumping toxic waste, from Zambinite processing. Written by Gloria Huweiler, and 
directed by Valentina Ventimiglia, this episode is outwardly cynical of demagogues. While people in 
the crowd chant “power to the people,” Bad Magz thinks of ways to gain more power for himself. 


Undoubtedly, he is worse than Huey Long. 
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(E"") Supa Team 4 Intro © fms 
re ™ » Watch later, Share 


Watch on @ YouTube 


Watch original video on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch ? 


v=MIpzGIjUJsw&amp;pp=yguUc3VwYSBOZWEFtIDQgc2Vhc29uIDI%3D. 


The final two episodes raise the stakes. In the first of these episodes, Komana abandons Team 4 


so she can work for Lee, distressing her teammates. The remaining heroes put together the pieces. 
Without a doubt, they are worried about the people of Lusaka. People are coughing, scratching 
themselves, have rashes, and inflammation in eyes. As a result, everyone is leaving because they are 
sick, in what looks to be a commentary on COVID-19. This is more direct than the “missing” episode 
of Cleopatra in Space, entitled “Quarantine”. 

In episode seven, Komana wants to warn Lee about toxic waste from the Zambinite. She is 
shocked out of her role as a willing pawn. She learns that he lied about his past. As a result, she comes 
to the conclusion he is behind everything. This happens at the same time as Mama K. She sees Bad 
Magz in front of her before he kidnaps her. In a parallel development, the girls decide to bust into his 
corporation. Likando agrees to give the contract (which gives Lee full rights to the city’s electric grid) 
to Lee personally. 

In the final episode, the girls fight against Prof. Greenthumbs (and her monster). Mama K and 
Chi are in Lee’s office. Mama K calls him a “monster” and “worse than a villain.” The truth is finally 
revealed. His mother was in the Intelligence Agency of Zambia. His real name is Limbani. He claims 


that Mama K “made him” who is is today. Elsewhere, Monde reveals her hero identity for the first time 
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to someone other than her fellow teammates: to her sister Likando. Both agree to talk about her hero 
identity later. 

He is confronted by Team 4. They demand he turn off his power source, saying it is hurting city 
residents. Instead of listening to Team 4, he ignores them and continues his own agenda. He blames 
Mama K for causing the memory of his mother, Towela, to be erased. Following this, he places the 
device on Mama K’s head, allowing him to access her memories. While they are horrified, Team 4 can 
do nothing. It is only when the memory showing Towela was mind-wiped by Chusi that he realizes his 
mistake. He uses the same device to restore his mom’s memories. She recognizes Chi and Mama K and 
tearfully embraces Lee. Following this touching scene, Likando rightly punches Lee (for being a lying 
jerk). She has the police arrest him. 

Of course, this is not the end. In a strange juxtaposition, Prof. Greenthumbs’ ZambiMonster 
causes a cave-in, and captures Komana. I found it awkward to have this after an emotional moment 
which could bring you to tears. In any case, Lee shows that he is not fully a villain. To the chagrin of 
Prof. Greenthumbs, he saves Komana (he recognizes her voice) after Greenthumbs’ monster explodes. 
He frames his next steps as an attempt to amend his past wrongs. He says he will do whatever he can to 
fix things. In a coded manner, he hopes that Komana’s spirits aren’t dampened. However, no one 
believes his declaration at face value. 


In many ways, Lee’s declaration is one of restorative justice. Traditional / retributive justice 


systems are clearly stated throughout this series. They are symbolized by police arresting villains and 
keeping them behind bars. Surely, there are laws that have been broken, villains who broke the laws, 
and methods for punishment of said lawbreakers. Lee is attempting to repair the harm caused. He 
knows who has been harmed and how he can repair or address those harms. In response to one of the 
key questions of restorative justice (“who should address or repair the harms?”), that person is clearly 
Lee. 

Lee will likely face criminal punishment for what he did and may face his victims. He is on the 


road to understanding the impact of his actions on other people, taking responsibility for his actions, 


comprehending how he harmed people, and behaving with basic respect for others. It would allow him 
to become a better person. This would make Supa Team 4 one of the few series which depicts 
restorative justice principles, apart from Steven Universe. 

The episode ends with her teammates showing their camaraderie for each other. They comfort 


Komana. Everyone supposedly has a “happily ever after.” The villains are locked up. The corrupt 
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mayor is arrested. Likando runs to become the next mayor of Lusaka on an anti-corruption agenda. 
Komana’s device makes the city’s energy clean, and green. It runs on Zambinite but does not produce 
toxic waste. The episode closes with all of them meet at headquarters where they welcome Komana 
back. Mama K boldly says everyone is worthy of redemption (not sure this is entirely true). Chi says 
that Lee is trying to right his wrongs. 

I also liked that in this series, characters such as Marjory (voiced by Celine Tshika) appear to be 
on the road to villains. She blames everyone for ruining her party (including Team 4), and causing well- 
known performers, like Click, to depart. The fourth episode emphasizes this. She said she disliked 
Team 4, even though they saved her, and harshly commanded the majorette team. Everyone else on the 
team picked Monde as captain instead. This left Marjory, under a lot of pressure from Principal 
Nkwashi, behind. 

Although Monde comes up with a new routine, she tells her fellow teammates that even though 
Marjory bullies them, it isn’t right to bully her back. The episode ends with Monde and Marjory, 
having a heart-to-heart about working together as a team, and they use this to take down the 
hypnotizing rapper, Snap Back (voiced by Sne Dladla) and saving them all. Marjory later apologizes to 
Team 4. 

There is the possibility of a third season. In a final scene of the episode, Chusi says he is back, 
after 20 years. He declares he wants Lusaka to burn. He fades away, into the smoke. It is a bit of a 
cliffhanger, akin to the scene with the Triumverate in High Guardian Spice, a series which should 
receive a second season. A second season may focus on fighting with Chusi and Lee’s attempts to 
rebuild the city from the damage he caused. Perhaps it could resemble the aftermath-of-victory concept 
that is present in Steven Universe Future, where the protagonists have no villains to fight, but are trying 
to make the world (and universe) better. 

Although I liked this series, my enthusiasm was severely dampened, as compared to season one. 
It came at a bad time. Other anime series such as I’m in Love with the Villainess (ended on December 


19), Kizuna no Allele (ended on December 21), Spy x Family (ended December 23), Stardust Telepath 


(ended on December 25), and The Vexations of a Shut-In Vampire Princess (ended on December 30), 
were ending. This series seemed too compressed. It should have been longer. 

I wish 1-2 episodes were released weekly rather than a huge episode dump on December 21. 
This method makes clear that Netflix cares little about the creators, fans, or anyone else who worked on 


Supa Team 4. Furthermore, the binge model itself is a detriment to creativity itself. It encourages 
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crunch conditions to complete series. If two episodes had been released a week, Supa Team 4 could 


have finished by January 11. If one episode had released a week, it could have finished by February 8. 


That would have been preferable. 
Supa Team 4 can be streamed on Netflix. 
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